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Does the patient have cancer?

Does the patient have a 

suspected diagnosis of cancer 

or are they having investigations

to detect cancer?

Is the patient an adult with the 

capacity to consent?

Exclude

Is there a patient information 

sheet and consent form in

a suitable language?

Is the patient enrolled in a clinical 

trial or study?

Does the trial/study protocol include collection of:

Blood

Approach 

for consent

yes

Are there any Health & Safety 

exclusions?

Exclude 

FFPE 

collection
unless there is 
an excess of 
tumour tissue 
in pathology

Exclude 

blood 

collection 
if it places 
excessive 

demand on 
patient

Look for a certain diagnosis of cancer 
based on: a)histopathology of biopsy, 

b)cytology, c)strongly indicative blood test 
e.g. tumour marker or blood film, 
d)radiology, e)other clinical findings.

Are the circumstances OK for 

approach?

If the patient is emotionally fragile, in need of 

counselling or in some other psychological or 
physical state that would make an approach 
insensitive or unsuitable please exclude.

Adult = 18 years or older.  For guidance 

relating to under-18’s contact onCore UK. 

The patient information sheet Giving 
Tissue and Blood Samples for Cancer 
Research and consent form are available 
in Arabic, Bengali, Chinese, English, 
French, Gujarati, Hindi, Polish, Punjabi and 

Urdu.  Please contact onCore UK if another 
language is needed.  We do not yet have a 
large print version.

FFPE 

(Formalin Fixed Paraffin 

Embedded tissue)

It is not essential to collect both FFPE and blood from patients if 
only one is available.  Please avoid competition.

If the patient has HIV, blood borne hepatitis, 

mycobacterium tuberculosis, any spongiform 
encephalopathy or any category four 
hazardous infection as listed in the UK’s 
categorisation of human pathogens* please 
exclude.  Testing is only required if there is a 

clinical need in the interests of the patient.

*The Approved List of Biological Agents may be 
found on the HSE website www.hse.gov.uk.
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